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CONPIDENTIAL PHNOM PENH 8835 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PGOV, PINT, PINS, CB 

SUBJECT: GKR SUSPENDS THREE PRIVATE NEWSPAPERS 

REF: A. PHNOM PENH 6932 

B. PHNOM PENH 1741 (KHMER REPORT 2/5/74) 

1. ACCORDING TO LOCAL PRESS REPORTS WHICH WE BELIEVE 
TO BE RELIABLE, THE MINISTRY OP INPORMATION ON JUNE 29 
SUSPENDED THREE PRIVATE NEWSPAPERS. THE SUSPENSIONS 
ARE POR ONE MONTH, THE MAXIMUM THE MINISTRY CAN 
UNILATERALLY IMPOSE WITHOUT RECOURSE TO THE COURTS. 

2. THE GROUNDS POR THE SUSPENSIONS WERE ARTICLES 
JUDGED TO BE DAMAGING TO INTERNAL SECURITY AND MILITARY 
MORALE AND AIMED AT INCITING OPINION AGAINST THE 
GOVERNMENT, ALL OP WHICH CONSTITUTE OPPENSES UNDER 
THE EXISTING PRESS CODE. THE ARTICLES IN QUESTION 
NAMED AND ACCUSED A PANK GENERAL OP STEALING RICE, 

DEMANDED TO KNOW WHO WAS INVOLVED IN THE KILLING LAST 
JANUARY OP POUR STUDENTS WHO WERE UNDER MILITARY DETEN- 
TION AT THE TIME OF THEIR DEATHS (REF B), AND CRITICIZED 

THE MOTIVES OF BOTH GKR AND KC LEADERS PERPETUATING THE WAR. 

3. OTHER PAPERS HAVE EDITORIALLY PROTESTED THE SUSPENSION 
DECISION, SAYING THAT THE PENALTY IS TOO SEVERE POR A FIRST 
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OPFENSE AND ASKING THE MINISTRY TO RECONSIDER THE LENGTH 



Deciassified/Reieased US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 




Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 

OF THE SUSPENSIONS. 

4. COMMENT. THE SUSPENSIONS APPEAR TO BE MORE A WARNING 
TO JOURNALISTS NOT TO STRAY TOO FAR FROM THE FOLD THAN 
AN ATTEMPT TO CURB PRESS "EXCESSES." BY KHMER STANDARDS, THE 
PERFORMANCE OF THE PRIVATE PRESS SINCE ITS RE-EMERGENCE IN 
LATE MAY (REE A) HAS BEEN RELATIVELY RESTRAINED. 

SOME OF THE ISSUES WHICH HAVE BEEN RAISED ARE LEGITIMATE ONES, 

FURTHERMORE, NOTABLY THE QUESTION OF BRINGING TO TRIAL THOSE 
WHO WERE INVOLVED IN THE KILLING OE THE FOUR STUDENTS. THE GKR 
HAS DRAGGED ITS HEELS ON THIS CASE FOR THE PAST FIVE MONTHS. 

END COMMENT. 

DEAN 
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